
The oft renamed Domei had so many 
monikers, it’s difficult to know who, or 
what organization you were really referring 
to.

To the campers at Lake Sequoia and the 
conferees at the YPCCs, the name Domei 
would occasionally come up as some nebu-
lous parent organization that did some-
thing, but no one knew exactly what. By 
the time Sanseis were running things, the 
word had lost its meaning.

Mention the various acronyms and looks of 
curiosity usually followed. Just what did (or 
does) the NCJCCF stand for?

Northern California Japanese Christian 
Church Federation. 

In a 1966 letter from a guy who would 
know, Tad Fujita, he refers to the NCCF, 
a shortened version of the NCJCCF. The 
term NCCF was around from the begin-
ning.

Oh, it stands for Northern California 
Church Federation.

I recall working for the CCYPCC* in the 
early 1970s. At some point, we started 
calling the Domei the NCCF, just like Tad 
did. Somehow the shorter term came down 
through the ages. We were never quite sure 
how many letters were in their official acro-
nym. Was it six, or was it seven?

Sometime in late 2003, the Domei was 
once again renamed, this time to NCJCF.

Northern California Japanese Christian Fel-
lowship.

Christ.

But no matter what, the term Domei sur-
vived.

Ultimately, the Domei became a loose 
group of Japanese American Christian 
Churches that occasionally got together not 
as churches, but to send their youth and 
adults to a conference or camp. The Domei 
would ask those churches for a yearly dona-
tion to help fund their organization.

That money helped run Lake Sequoia. 
When some campers couldn’t afford LSR’s 

                      What’s a Domei?
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reg fee, a scholarship was funded by the 
Domei. The Domei also gave the camp a 
yearly stipend to help pay for the rental fee 
of the campground. That was a few bucks.

They started the Kato Scholarship, helping 
send seminarians to school. Many of the JA 
ministers working today received the Kato 
Scholarship.

The organization also assisted with vari-
ous other events, such as the Zephyr Point 
retreat at Lake Tahoe, which was mostly 
attended by the Nisei and in more recent 
times, older Sansei. There were theological 
forums and other gatherings. Can’t forget 
the YPCCs.

What most Sanseis don’t know is that a 
Japanese speaking component of the Do-
mei existed and had a different agenda. 
They had nothing to do with LSR, but 
contributed greatly to the early YPCC 
movement that was started by the Issei and 
was continued by the Japanese speaking 
Nisei. The Issei were the early Domei. For 
that part of the story, read Sumio Koga’s 
history of the NCJCCF that follows.

LSR had ended in 1990. But Junior High 
Camp was doing well and the Domei con-
tinued to send them money. Junior High 

Camp would end up funneling youth into 
Asian Camp.

At some point, like some Japanese Ameri-
can businesses & even churches, the Domei 
found themselves without a clear reason for 
existence. World War II had been over for 
decades and racism against JAs had sub-
stantially subsided.

In Tad Fujita’s 1966 letter (to Dave Tat-
suno, of San Mateo), he asked Dave; Why 
exist?

I don’t know what Dave’s answer was.

Decades later, the question of existence 
continued. In 2005, Rev. Roger Morimoto 
finally made the call. The Domei closed its 
doors permanently.

No matter the name, the Domei helped a 
lot of us in ways we didn’t quite know and 
usually didn’t care about. But without the 
Domei, Lake Sequoia may not have ex-
isted. So for that reason alone, we should 
be thankful.

Domei.

Translated, it means union.

I think it means us.





Paul Nagano’s resignation letter as the director of the NCJCF.
Photographs of Paul Nagano can be seen under the Special Photo 

Collections Tab elsewhere on this site.



An example of the difficulties experienced by the Domei



History of  the

The history of the 
Northern California 
Japanese Christian 
Church Federation is 
the pain and delight of 
a people of God caught 
in a strange new land. 
It was a pain of self-
determination of a 
people and a delight 
in God's faithfulness 
in the midst of the 
struggle to become a 
community of God.

The greatest pain the 
people faced was the 
strong anti-Japanese 
feeling as they arrived 
to this land of hope and freedom. Their dreams were 
shattered as soon as they faced the reality of liveli-
hood.

But, each occasion called out leaders who were 
willing to sacrifice their lives for the cause of the 
Gospel.

Encouragement came from leaders assigned by the 
major denominations who were willing to help the 
people become members of a new humanity under 
Christ and for this end they devoted their time and 
effort. 

The reason for the birth of the NC JCCF was rooted 
in leaders who believed that the Gospel needs to 
be emphasized ahead of denominations and institu-
tional goals.

The first attempt for cooperation among Japanese 
denominations at churches was realized when a 
meeting was called at the Japanese Southern Meth-
odist Church* in Alameda on January 17,1910. 
The group named the organization the "California 
Christian Federation."

They elected Reverend Shintaro Okubo, who was 
the leading advocate of the cause of a Federation, 
as the president. Rev. Okubo was the minister of the 
Independent Church of Oakland, who stressed the 
importance of self-support as the only way to over-
come unnecessary pressures from denominational 
headquarters.

The following year, on February 27,1910, pastors of 
all denominations met at Fresno, California, to
officially adopt a statement of cooperative minis-
try. In April, at San Francisco Japanese Methodist 
Church, the following officers were elected: 

Moderator: 
Rev. Yoshio Hirota
Methodist Vice Modera-
tor: Kohachiro Miyasaki 
Clerk: Asaijiro Suehiro 
Treasurer: 
Kametero Morishita 
Representatives of 
denominations: 
Shintaro Maekawa, 
Episcopal:
Sozaburo Miura, 
Presbyterian:
Kumazo Fukushima, 
Congregational
Gisaburo Ota, 

NCJCCF
Sumio Koga’s real

* now known as Buena Vista UMC

Koga was the author/compiler 
for “A Centennial Legacy.”

This history is taken 
from the book.
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Southern Methodist
Junkichi Mori, Reformed. 

The purpose of the cooperative ministry was two-
fold: One was the change the morality of the Japa-
nese people so that they would be more acceptable 
in the society. 

Morality at this point was translated into the "Tem-
perance" movement. The other was to emphasize 
the spiritual growth. Rev. Shintaro Okubo became a 
travelling evangelist and launched a special preach-
ing mission all along the Coast. They named the 
organization the "Evangelical Association."

Whenever crisis occurred, churches gathered to-
gether for wisdom and made a cooperative effort 
for survival. In 1913, when the "Alien Land Law" 
passed the Senate of California, a Central Commit-
tee was formed for the purpose of resisting such 
actions. 

This Central Committee was composed of both 
Southern California and Northern California Fed-
erations. They worked hard to stop such legislation, 
but they lost the fight. The Senate voted 36-2 and 
the Assembly voted 72-3. 

The Church Federation in its early stages was 
concerned about the morality of the people working 
under pressures. The only way to raise the con-
sciousness of the people was by making them aware 
of the awful consequences. 

They organized to become a evangelistic thrust into 
the community, inviting the public to listen to the 
gospel. In order to draw them, they invited famous 
speakers from Japan.

In 1915, Rev. Tsurin Kanamori held evangelist 
meetings throughout California and influenced 
many people. An incident that shook the conscience 
of the people of California, was the assassination of 
Rev. Tsutomu Kawata, a Congregational minister at 
Santa Barbara, California. 

On the evening of March 16,1916, at 5:30 p.m. a 
man barged into his home and asked for Mr. Hotta, 
who was released from prison and was in hiding. 
Before he had an opportunity to explain anything, 
he was shot in cold blood. The assassin’s name was 
Harajima.

Northern California Christian Church Federation 
was officially organized as they met in San Fran-
cisco from January 17 through the 20th, 1924. 

The following officers were elected
Cabinet: Dr. Shokichi Hata
Moderator: Junkichi Mori
Vice Moderator: Suematsu Saito
Secretary: Yoichi Toga
Treasurer Board of Directors: 
Rev. Yasaburo Tsuda
Rev. Takunari Mizuno
Rev. Kumazo Fukushima
Rev. Yoshio Hirota
Rev. Yasukazu Koga 

The purpose of reorganization were as follows:
1. Deal with the Anti-Japanese immigration act and 
work towards changing it.
2. Organize special committees to deal with the task 
on a nationwide basis.

Objectives:
1) Evangelism
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2) Establishing closer coordination 
     between churches
3) Education of Nisei
4) Improve passport procedures by seeking assis
     tance from the Japanese Government.

Through the Federation, all the Japanese churches 
received the benefit of hearing great speakers from 
Japan. Itineraries were made for them and they 
traveled up and down the California or West Coast 
presenting the Gospel and inspired many to find 
courage to become new humanity able to face the 
oppressions of a strange land.

Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa was the first international 
evangelist who was called to hold special meetings 
starting in Southern California going up the Coast 
to the North West and from thence to the Mid West 
and the Intermountain Area. 

He made such a strong impression that the “Friends 
of Jesus” was organized to provide financial as-
sistance for his projects in Japan. He came in the 
Spring of 1925 and returned to Japan by way of the 
Holy Land.

While he was here, he was invited to be the guest 
speaker of the first summer Retreat held by the 
NCJCCF in Monterey, California.

Rev. Teikichi Sato came in August 1925 and Briga-
dier General Gunpei Yamamuro of the Salvation 
Army, came in 1926.

When the Kanto 
Earthquake destroyed 
a great part of Tokyo 
and its surrounding 
area (1923), the Fed-
eration took the initia-
tive to send relief. 

It was during this time 
that Dr. Ernest Sturge, 
who had been the 
Superintendent of the 
Japanese Presbyterian 
Conference, made 

a special appeal to the American Christians who 
met at Mt. Hermon. He said, “The Japanese people 
helped us during the San Francisco Fire ... why 
can’t we do something now in their crisis?”

The Federation also 
sent Bibles to Japan at 
the time of Emperor 
Taishyo’s coronation in 
1918.

On September 27, 1929, 
the Federation meet-
ing in San Francisco, 
celebrated the 50th 
Anniversary of Chris-
tian Mission among 
the Japanese people in 
North America. 

A celebration banquet was held at the Clift Hotel. 
Leaders from both Southern California and North-
ern California and denominational executives, with 
over 200 persons attended the meeting. 

They expressed special 
appreciation to the fol-
lowing persons: 
Dr. E.A. Sturge
Rev. Kanichi Miyama
Rev. Kenichi Inazawa
Mrs. Okubo
Mrs. Yoshida
Mrs. Johnson
Mrs. Aucton

The Federation always 
had a mission emphasis 
upon the youth. It was 
Dr. E.A. Sturge’s suggestion that the young people 
should have their own organization. Dr. Kiyoshi 
Togasaki of Christ United Presbyterian Church was 
one of the earliest of young people who started to 
meet as young people’s organization.

By 1926, the group grew to 208 and Mr. Shotaro 
Hikida* was elected as chairman when they met in 
Berkeley from October 8 through 10th.

Kanichi Maniwa

Ernest A.
Sturge

Emperor
Taishyo



In 1930, under the leadership of Henry Takahashi, 
delegates were given a printed program with a state-
ment of purpose for the young people’s Christian 
Conference.

The purpose of the NCYPCC is:
1) to unite spiritual forces
2) To cultivate Christian leadership
3) To strengthen local congregation
4) to forward the realization of deeper Christ-like 
living.

Nisei Christians were very careful and detailed in 
the planning of the conference. Since they are the 
ones who were to make contact with the Caucasian 
community, they stayed in their homes during the 
conference, they took special caution. The follow-
ing advise was printed in their program: In light of 
the situation on NCJCCF, under the leadership of 
Rev. Sohei Kowta, the following public resolutions 
were made.

(1) To lift up the spirit of our people who have 
been depressed through economic depression and 
threatened with confused ideology, we propose to 
proclaim the gospel under the theme of "Spiritual 
Awakening Movement."

(2) To change the climate of our time where more 
blasphemies are openly spoken, we propose to cre-
ate a more trusting and reverent atmosphere among 
our people.

(3) We also propose to practice worship and carry 
out well-planned Christian Education Programs for 
the young people to cultivate a healthy and abun-
dant spiritual life.

(4) Recognizing the necessity and opportunity for 
Unity among our churches in North America, we 
urge every means to accomplish the objectives.

(5) We propose that each church be an agent for 
social service and use its facilities to meet the need 
in time of crisis.

An official bulletin called "Hokka No Hikari" (Light 

of Northern California) was published that year and 
Rev. Tadao Aiura was asked to serve as the Editor. 
To lift the spirit of the people, Mr. Takeo Iwahashi, 
a blind evangelist, visited the United States and the 
Federation made an extensive itinerary for him.

By 1935 several Nisei preachers were mounting 
the pulpits. More emphasis was placed on the work 
among the Nisei in order to create strong identity as 
an English-speaking congregation. 

Worship serviced in English took priority over the 
Japanese language service. The following persons 
were the Nisei clergies who spear-headed the move-
ment: 
Rev. Masaichi Goto*
Rev. Kenjiro Tsukamoto
Rev. Shigeo Tanabe
Rev. Junichi Fujimori

The emphasis upon the 
Nisei had many results 
but the significant impact 
was upon the Northern 
California Young People's 
Christian Conference which 
was held in 1940. Attendance reached over 1000. 
The keynote speaker was Rev. Jitsuo Morikawa, the 
Nisei pastor from Terminal Island Baptist Church 
inspired all who gathered at Berkeley that year. In 
order to accommodate Japanese-speaking young 
people, a group of Kibei held a separate conference 
right along with the English-speaking conference 
that year.

Issei laymen in Northern California started to pre-
pare for their later year through retreats and spiritual 
meditation. Mr. Kyusaburo Sakata proposed the 
idea of having a special retreat center for the Issei at 
Gilroy Hot Springs. 

He purchased the property and offered it for re-
treat purposes to the Northern California Japanese 
Christian Church Federation. They also organized 
a "So go fujo kai" (Mutual Aid Society) a plan of in-
surance for the benefit of families in which a death 
occurs. This was also an initiative of Mr. Kyusaburo 

*See Shotaro’s story elsewhere on the LSR site!

Masaichi
Goto

*In later years, Goto’s first name changed to Masaji



Sakata of Watsonville.

During the late 30's and 
early 40's, the modera-
tor of the NCJCCF had 
been Dr. Eiji Kawamor-
ita. His service was so 
significant that when he 
died, a scholarship was 
established in memory 
of him and it is still 
actively serving to help 
students in Japan who 
are entering full-time 
Christian service

.
When World War II broke out, it was a tragic time 
for the Japanese Christians. The Federation coop-
erated with the JACL which took the position of 
cooperation with the government. All went through 
the process of internment, but as soon as they en-
tered the Assembly centers, they organized Sunday 
Schools, worship services, and other activities. 

Since the Federation trained all to work together, 
cooperation among ministers and leaders was excel-
lent and people experienced renewal and commit-
ment to the Gospel during camp life.

The Northern California Young People Christian 
Conference had a Scholarship in memory of Rev. 
Suzunosuke Kato, who was the head of the Young 
People department of NCJCCF during the early 
years of NCYPCC. 

This Kato Memorial Scholarship helped a ministe-
rial student named Sumio Koga to attend the Mc-
Cormick Seminary in Chicago. There was enough 
money to pay for his train fare.

When the war ended, people started to return to 
the West Coast Dr. Eiji Kawamorita immediately 
started the rehabilitation program under the name of 
NCJCCF. 

They organized hostel houses in every community, 
relief to war torn Japan, spiritual encouragement to 
those who began to return, and restarted the Chris-

tian ministry to Japanese in various communities. 

Mr. Shichinosuke Asano, a lay-leader of Japanese 
community and the editor of the Nichi Bei Times, 
depended heavily upon the leadership of Dr. Eiji 
Kawamorita at the time of the organization of the 
relief work for Japanese war victims. 

He said in his address at the 90th Anniversary of 
Japanese Christian Mission in North America, “I 
called upon Dr. Kawamorita and explained to him 
the purpose of the Relief movement and asked him 
to gather the leaders of Northern California Japa-
nese Christian Church Federation for cooperation. 
The meeting was held and all unanimously agreed 
to support the project and the organization was 
established.”

The relief work for the war victims in Europe was 
already underway, but it took a special appeal to 
open the way for the Relief work for the Asian 
continent. 

The United Brethren and the American Friends Ser-
vice Committee took this matter upon themselves 
and received denominations to participate in the 
project. Mr. Shichinosuke Asano was given a spe-
cial audience by the Emperor of Japan and received 
appreciation regarding this work on behalf of all 
who cooperated in this project. 

Mr. Asano said, “I wish to express my deep appreci-
ation to the Christians who participated in the work 
and especially to Dr. Eiji Kawamorita who served 
as a moderator for a long time and express to all of 
you my admiration of his character.”

Under the NCJCCF there are some new projects 
that developed since the rehabilitation. 

(1) Kato Oversea Scholarship which gives a schol-
arship to Tokyo Union Theological Seminary annu-
ally
(2) Junior High Camp
(3) Japan group flight in Summer and Autumn 
(4) Sonoma retreat for Issei
(5) Pilgrimage to Tule Lake
(6) Preparation of Centennial Celebration in 
October 1977. 

Suzunosuke Kato



If you’re writing about history, it helps 
to have been a part of it. There isn’t 

much documentation about the early 
YPCCs or the Domei that has survived. 

So we have Sumio Koga to thank for 
writing down the things he saw around 

him.

“He was a great oral historian,” said 
his daughter, Jennifer Koga. “Telling 

us stories of his childhood adventures 
in Watsonville or Manchuria, or his 

young adult life when first getting out 
of internment camp to go to theological 

seminary, or trying to woo our mom.”

“This Centennial book and history of the 
NCJCCF and the YPCC is a treasured 
gift Sumio left us.  We thank God for 

him,” said colleague Rev. Lloyd Wake.

Like many ministers, Koga was well 
traveled. “The first was in Sacramento, 
which I think was Parkview Presbyte-

rian Church,” Jennifer said. “Then, I 
believe he was at Calvary Presbyterian 

Church, in Stockton.”

In 1960 he became the minister at West-
view Presbyterian Church in Watson-

ville where he served as minister until 
1983. 

“He was always available to his mem-
bers,” Jennifer continued. “I remember 

him going to visit people at their homes, 
sometimes I would go with him, under-
standing none of it because they would 

talk to him in Japanese.”

That Koga spoke Japanese played a 
large role in his work with the YPCC 

and Domei. The Japanese speaking part 
of those organizations was much larger

about

Rev. Sumio Koga 
April 5, 2004

than is generally known to the Sansei whose experience with the Do-
mei was limited to the camps and conferences that occurred after the 
war.

“The Issei of our church really respected him and the Nisei did as well, 
for his hard work and his good heart,” Jennifer said. 
 
He was married to Dolas Okawaki and had two sons; James and John 
and daughter Jennifer.

Koga died on March 17, 2005 at 88.

Sumio Koga


